4’ PFP Faction

/ Members of the Parliament of
Sint Maarten

Sint Maarten, 24 April 2020

President of Parliament
Parliament of St. Maarten
Wilhelminastraat 1
Philipsburg, St. Maarten

Subject: 22 April 2020 article in The Daily Herald
Dear Honorable President of Parliament:

The PFP Faction has taken note of an article appearing in The Daily Herald on 22 April 2020, referencing
a letter sent by your person, via the Honorable Minister of Finance Ardwell Irion, to the Central Bank of
Curacao & St. Maarten. We are writing to you, as President of Parliament, to inform you of the reality
that the perception in media circles within the Kingdom is that the letter, which we have not seen in our
capacity as Members of Parliament, states the position of the Parliament of St. Maarten. As you have
stated yourself, this is not the case. However, considering that you hold the post of President of
Parliament, it would not be unusual to assume that you speak for the entire Parliament of St. Maarten.
This, of course, calls for enhanced discretion and discourse when making public statements.

We feel it pertinent to state, for the record, that we believe the proper procedure to express this
opinion would have been an invitation to the Minister of Finance and the board and management of the
Central Bank of Curacao & St. Maarten to Parliament. This would have been a transparent mechanism,
involving all of Parliament, as we are sure other members hold their own opinions on the Central Bank
and their response thus far to COVID-19. For example, as a faction, we are not in agreement with the
contents of the letter mentioned in the article, while recognizing of course that every Member of
Parliament is entitled to their opinion. A meeting would have allowed us to share said opinions via the
proper medium, the floor of Parliament.

Thank you for allowing us the space to express the above and your attention.

Best regards,
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Ms. Me i mbs, M.I.B. Mr. Rdeyhon A. Peterson, LL.M
Member of Parliament Member of Parliament
Faction Leader
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